Oryx ecology of every breeding seabird of the region, sometimes by an outside specialist, such as J. C. Coulson on the kittiwake. To many ornithologists the map section and detailed appendices at the end will be one of its most valuable features. RICHARD FITTER So much has been written about the extinct dodo of Mauritius and solitaire of nearby Rodrigues that one might suppose there was nothing left to be written about the avifauna of these tiny Indian Ocean Islands. Not so, for on these two islands there still exists a unique and interesting avifauna which is at last receiving the long overdue attention it deserves. The present volume is the first popular treatment of these birds, and it comes at a time when efforts to save the endemics from extinction are gaining support. An informative book, it is an important contribution to the conservation effort.
The text, in French, covers briefly the life histories of 78 of the islands' birds, including not only the 14 endemic or indigenous forms, but also migrants, seabirds and introduced species. Much of the information is new, based on the authors' own field work, but, unfortunately, some old published inaccuracies are perpetuated. The style is an easy-to-read narrative rather than a stiff field-guide format. Unfortunately, there is neither a complete checklist nor reference maps.
The book is well illustrated with 47 good-quality photographs, 13 in colour-the first time that all the endemic birds have been illustrated in one book, and, for some species, the first photographs ever to be published.
A welcome guide to the increasing number of birdwatchers now visiting Mauritius and Rodrigues, this should be a standard work for some time. An English language version should be available in 1975.
STANLEY A. TEMPLE
Owls of the World, edited by John A. Burton. Peter Lowe, £5.95.
To give an account of the 130-odd species of owls known in the world (many of them very ill-known) is an ambitious project, only attainable with a team of writers. The result is an extremely useful reference work but suffers from the inevitable inequalities of team work.
The Introduction and the three general chapters composing Part 1, by John Sparks, C. A. Walker and Philip Burton, present the biological characteristics, ecology, history and lore of owls competently, though with some repetition. Part 2, the bulk of the book, describes owls in six groups, each tackled by a different author, and each containing distribution maps and copious colour illustrations (photographs and paintings). First, Ian Prestt and Reginald Wagstaffe document the world-wide distribution and differentiation of the successful barn and bay owls group adequately. One might cavil at the description of Tyto alba gracilirostris as the Canary Islands barn owl, since this subspecies is found only on the two eastern islands, the western ones containing the widespread Tyto a. alba. Furthermore, the area of overlap of the white-breasted and dark-breasted barn owls (T. a. alba and T. a. gut tat a) is underestimated in the distribution map, since the latter occurs in the Channel Islands. The statement about
